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‘Murders Resulting From Rivalry Among Gangsters Were

¥ Many, but None, Perhaps, More Thrilling Than the

“Bumping Off” of Kid Twist by “Loule the
Lump”’—How “Dandy Johnny” Came

This is the final one of a series

of three articles in which the full

\ll| history of the gangs and gang-

| sters of New York, from the

| carliest days, is told for the first
time

\ il

By HERBERT ASBURY.
NISE persons out of ten in New

York probably Imagine that

the gangster who ruled—aor at

past helped the politician to rule—
#o wower East and West sides and
ghe¢ parts of the city for so many
years was Lthe sort of Apache they ses
B the moving pletures and on the
page, with un evilly glinting eye, @
eft shirt, a plaid cap drawn down
et the [orehead, and m SWagKefr
Wt ln Itself was. enough to pro-

. B talm that here was a man bent on
&viiment. That ls the gangster as
e vivid imagination of the moving
Meture director has concelved him,
and he {8 the sort of gungster that
I ever did exist outs of the movies
. The really darigerous gangster
M bardly ever looked the part, sithough
there have boen, of ¢ gangslers
who resembled what t were. Jack
Firocco, for Insiance, alWwayas wore @
wit brown shirt and never shaved as
often &5 he might lhave done; “Nigger
Mike" Balter, who kept s notorious
dive In Chathum Bquare, was usually
dremed roughly and took great pride
In bls uncouthness, and even the re-
doubtable Monk KEastman, as brave
And as dangerous o Eangster as ever
blackjacked a voter or robbed a stuss
gums, was never any great beauty.
He memod always to need & hatrcut,
and very often he would be seen pa-

haight of (ts powers was the great
rval of Paul Kaelly's Five Folnts—
Wi & soft shirt, and a cap drawn
over hin oyes, or lounging at ease in
hia favorite dive clud in his
sleeves and without & collar.
men llke Eastman and Salter and
froccy were exceptions.
mngater was something of a dandy,
wen awny
tld Deag
und the
"y
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bocause

SO VN Jeive behind them when on
S Chlef hent some pet bit of adorn-
' The cese of “Dandy Johnny"

trolling his territory—his gapg st the

shirt
But

Usually the
back in the days of the

hirt Talls—so called, by the
bscauss they wore thelr shirts!
Sutside their trousers when they had
their big fights with other gangs, Hai

ha dressed woll, he had |
{ and plastered down and
Bl hunds manicured, and he was al-

[}flul’-‘ the Lump™; "“Bit" Ellison.
“it 'Em Ugp" Jack McManus and|
iheras of the highest rank in l‘M'md[

have been numerous In-
“ones where gangsters have
Ithemselves and got the prison
t they

case In point. “Dandy Johnny" was
one of the shining lghts of the Whyos,
an old tUme gang that flourished in the
late “908 and which was the rullng
power in the old Greenwich Villago
district, n gang which got ita name
through the call of {ts members,
*“Wheeooo.” That i# n eall that coun-
try boys have used for years, and one
that every country boy knows, but the
Whyos adapted it to city uses and be-
came famous through thelr employ-
ment of It

“Dandy Johnny'' was as proud of his
manly beauty as he was of his ability
o8 & yegg and loft worker, He had a
carved cane which he had had made at
conmderable expense and which was
the apple of his eye. He want nowhere
without it, even taking it with him
when he went to steal and plunder
und kill, The palies knew he had It
and more than once a detective
found it where “Dandy Johnny"
had carelessly left it behind him in a
loft he had burglarized, But it always
found its way Into the hands of &
friendly politiclan and was returned to
tho gangster, because (n those days the
Whyos were politically powerful, and
“Dandy Johnny' could wield a black-
jack on election day with a certainty
of effect that endeared him greatly to
the politicians. He was fairly safe, no
matter what he dld and no matier
where he left his cine, so long as he
remained in his own territory.

‘Dandy Johnny'a" Downfall.

But "Dandy Johnny" got ambitious,
and hearing of a particulariy rich loft
laden with great booty, he went into
gnother gang's territory over In Greene
strest to pull off the jobh. TUnfortu-
rately for him he found it necessary
to kill & night watchman, and in the
excitement laft his cane lying on the
floor heside the man's body. The trall
was plain, and se “Dandy Johnny" was
hanged, becauss.all the politiclans had
not influence enough to save him from
a murder charge that proved {tself.
Even the Judges knew that nobody but
“Dandy Johnny™ conld have taken that
eane there, and although the gangsier
was well supplled with alibls they
were of no avall,

Louis Ploggl, known throughout
gangland as “Louls the Lump" be-
cause of his chunky build, resembled
a Little Lord Fauntleroy dressed In
modern clothing when he shot and
killed Kid Twist at Coney Island in
1908. Ploggl owed allegiance to Paul
Kelly's gang, which was the old Five
Pointa gnng with modernized methods,
while Kid Twist at that time was
teader of the Monk Eastmans the
great rival gang of the Kellys, hy vir-
tue of the fact that Monk Eastman

n Tt ,'_]L'“ﬂl, Kelly n.nd his, himself was up tha river doing n hit
Hte Louls Ploggl, beller known as | for robbery, and because Richie Fita-

| patrick had been killed. Fliepatrick
aspired to the leadership of the East-
| mnans after Monk was sent away, and

Gre like clerks than (.'ﬂmﬂll Kid Twist seemed to fall in with his
Soma of these men

@ exiremely fastidiows, 0 much .01
« ted individual pecullari-
iment, even though such
ngulshed them and made it
detoctives to
them and determine largely
had committed some par:

Btill, in those days the

'F8Lers had such political power that
Y erime shart of murder was usually
B by the erooked politicians,
g murder was openly winked
' Provided tho gangster was not fool-
h enough ts murder some one of

plans, He arranged a conference of
tho Jeading members of the gang, but
romothing happened there and Pitz-
patrick was found by the police with
a bullst In hia heart. Kid Dahl, o
friend of Twist's, nrranged things so
that he was arrested, and turned up
In court with a perfect alibl, so that
nobody was over brought to book for
the crime. Dahl was later rewarded
for hia services by being given the
gtuss game privilege owned by a Five
Points grngster called "The Bottler."
Twist gave that game to Dahl, al-
though Twiat did not own it. But
Twist very conveniently and kindly
arranged for “The Bottler's” murder,
end Dahl took over the stuss game as
s matter of course,

Loule the Lump was only 17 when
he killed Twist, but he was o bad man
and a dangerous man, although he
dMn't look It. To all appearances he

to Grief Through Vanity

™ | Dolan of the old Whyo gang Is a good

(
|

{

‘was just o nice Nttle bey, a“Wmrk clerk
perhaps, or n soda water jerker, or
something equally harmless, But he
carried a gun always and he knew how
to use It. There have been many
staries told about the real reason for
the killing of Ki4 Twist. For several
years after it happened it was the
fashion In gangland every time a

expreased great Indignation that a
orlme had been committed. Plogei
stayed in hiding for a few days while
thoe politiclans who controlled the elec-
tion services of the Five Points ar-
ranged cerinin matters, and thon he
surrendered. Of course he pleaded
self-defence.

“BIff"” Elllson, who was sent to Bing
Sing for his part in the killing of
Bill Harrington in Paul Kelly's New
Brighton dive, came to the Bowery
from Maryland when he was in his
early twenties, He got a4 Job as
bouncer in Pat Flynn's ealoan In 34
Bond strest, and advanced rapldly In
the estimation of gangland, becauss he
was young and husky and when he
hit a man that man went down and
stayed down. That wns how he got
his nickname—ha used to be always
threateming to 'bIff" someone. And
usually he 4id as he threatened. EI-|
lison was n dandy, too, so careful of |
his physical appearance that he did |
not 'always deign to fight with his|
fists and take a chance on messing
up his manly beauty. The blackjack
and the beer bottle were his favorite |
' weapons, and many a tough customer |
had he put away with them. After
1thll. it was his custom to kick them |
while they were down, and If the
fancy seiged him, to gouge out an eye
or perhaps chew off an ear,

Ellison was of great value around
olection time, and Tammany Hall pol. l.
iticians recognized It Consequently
he became a person.of some impor-
tance, and so was able to give a

gangster was arrested for some one
to come out in print with the *real
reason™ for the murder. Ploggl him-
solf told two or three different storles,
but when he was brought to trial he
seemed to be so very young and he
looked o very Innocent that the court
gFave him but a year in Elmira, which,
as he expressed It with scorn, “he
could do standing on his head"” The
court of course had no way of knowing
Just how bad Loule the Lump was nor
how he wasa going to turn out after-
ward. It is a matter of record, how-
ever, that Ploggl was Just as crooked
after he came out of Elmira as when
he went in,

There were a lot of shols fired in the
fight In which Twist was killed, be-
causs Ploggl and a dosen or more
other Five Polnts men opened up on
Twist and another Enstman gangster
known as Cyclone Lewis, whose real
name was Vach Lew!s, & wrestler and
strong man, and both of them had sev-
eral bullets in them, A girl was shot
too, Carroll Terry, a Coney Island
chorus girl who had Uved with Plogg!
and who Iater tranaferred her shifting
affections to Twist, probably becauss
he beat her oftener asd more satls-
factorily than Ploggl was able to Jdo.
It has n sald that Plogs! killed
Twist er the girl, and it has also
iwen sald that he shot the Kastman
gangster In revenge for the killing of
the Bottler, who was a Five Points
man and whose death of course had to
be avenged by tha blood of an East-
man, It was Spaniah Loule Bassl by
the way, who killed the Bottler, and
although the shooting was witnessed
by more than thirty men, nobody ever
was able to tell the pollcs anything
about It

The Killing of Kid Twist.

At any rate, Loule the Lump came
upon Twist and “Cyclone” Lewis ina
beer garden at Coney Island and an
argumant and quarrel followed. In
Alfred Henry Lewls's account of the
shooting It is sald that Twiat,
was half drunk and in great good
humor, made Loule the Lump jump
out of o window, and that the
killing waa largely due to the natural
feeling of Ploggl that he had besn in-
Fulted, Newspaper storles of the
time give various wversions of what
happened, Thero is no question, how-
ever, that after the argument Plogwl
came out of the beer garden and had

about him, and with the driver of an
anclent coupe which had drawn up
néar the curbing. This yehicle moved
down the street umtil it stood directly
in front of the door of the beer gar-
den,

gurdan and told Twist and Lewis that

and Lewls left the garden and went
into the street. Butl as they reached

died before he could fire s shot,

who

speech with several other members of
the Five Pointa gang who clustered

Some fifteen minutes later & gang-
ster of the Five Pointa whose [ace was
rot known to Twist went into the beer

Carroll Terry was outside and wanted
to see¢ them. Twist thought a great
deal of the girl, who was turning con-
alderable money over to him, and he

the sldewslk Ploggl stepped up and
taced m bullet through Twist's hewd.
Before Lewls could draw his revolver
the rest of the gang opened up and he
It
happensd that the Terry girl came
along during the helght of the bhattle,
and as soon as Plogg! saw her he fired
at her, the bullet striking her In Lhe
thoulder, Then Ploggl jumped Into
the coupe and escaped, while the other
gengaters mingled with the crowd and

racket once n yenr under the ausplces
| of the “Hiff Eillison Association,” which
{was Biff Ellison and nobody else, and |

which netted him usually around §1,500

or $3,000. At one time he and another
| gangster got together and established |
‘I‘nrula Hall, near Cooper Unlon, but

he gquit that finally becauss it ln-I
volved wark und respansibility, and|
spent mowt of his time between Chick |
Tricker's saloon in 128 Park Row, and |
Nigger Mike Salter's place in Pell|
streot. When he went Into the New
Brighton and killed Bl Harrington,
he was really after Paul Kelly, al-
though the reason has never appeared,
Possibly It was merely hecause he
felt the thirst for blood, und was!
jealous of Kelly and the Kelly power
and influence,

Rasor Riley, n gangster who was
small dbut viclous, was with him in the
Job that fnished Hurrington, Riley
and Kelly had been enemies for a long
time, and when he and Ellison entered
the New Brighton the night of the
munrder Harrington saw trouble in the
alr. He immediately yelled to  Paul |
Kelly to get his gun, which was a dis- |
tinct  wviolation of gangland's prin-|
ciples and beliefs, which are that svery
man must fight his own battles and |
must not be warned when hls murder |
is Imminent, Riley immedintely turnedi
and shot Harrington through the head |
and then he and Elllson opened fire on |
everybody in the piace, but particu- |
larly on Paul Kelly. Half an hour later I
the police entered the place and found!
not & soul, nothing but the lifeless body
of Harrington on the floor., A few dayvs
later, however, Kelly sent word from
Harlem for the pollce to come and get
him. He had been shot, und seriously,
and a great many otheras had been |
shot, but the police found only the
dead. Riley dled before he could be
tried, but Ellizon was sent to prison for
his share In the affalr He 8 there
now.

The Beginning of the End.

All of these things happened during
the first few years of the prosent cen-
tury, at a time when the power of the

many oontrolled the politics of
city but when uncasy warnings of re-
form were beginning to hit the Bow-
ery and Chinatown and the ather fo-
vorite haunts of the gangsiers, In
those days there were [nnumerables
gange. The entire elty was Infestad
with tham, and notable gangaters, men
who were viclous criminals and had
committed more murdars than they
had fAngers apd toes, were as numer-
ous ks they are scarce now, But the
principal gangs of that time were Paul
Kelly's Five Polnts, which had some
1,500 members and was supreme In
the territory between Hroadway and
the Bowery, City Hall Park and Four-
teenith street; the Eastmans, with 100

ery and tha East River; the Gas Houss
Gang, with about 200 members, hold-
ing forth In Third avenus between
Bleventh and Elghteenth streets, and
the Gophera with 00 members and
the terrors of that district In Seventh
and Tenth avenues bhetween Four-
teenth and Forty-second streets,
8ome of the other prominent gangs
of the period were the Battery Gang,
only a shadow of its former sell he-
cause It was cut off from the others
by the financial district, and the gang
of Humpty Jackson, that littie hunch-
back who became one of the most
doughty gungeters of the city in wpite
of his physical deformity and who

~

| broken up by the police

the hospital

gangs was at {ts helght, when Tams- |
the

fighting men, controlllng the tarritory |
between Monroe street and the Bow- |

WILLIAM F. BAKER , WHOSE CLUBBING.

ORDER WHEN POLICE COMMISSIONER
WAS A BLOW TO The GANGSTERS

carried two guns, one under hix hn;!f!me they were attacked by the thutﬂ-'

and the other strapped under his | This resulted in a great many broken |
hump. And in the Brooklyn uri.lxalhr-nd:-, but the method was so effica-|
district was the gang controlled by |clous that the gangs were practically |

“Yakey Yake” Brady, while further |broken up, dssisted by the activity of
uptown there were such gangs as the | the Central office detectives in arreat- |
“Morans” under the leadership of | ing many of the leaders, It is worthy of |
Mickey Moran, and the old San Juan | note, in fact, that every time the pa-
negro gang, which held forth In the | trolmen were allowed use their|
district north of Columbus Clrele and |clubs frecly In dealing with the gang- |
west to the North Tuiver. Hell's sters the gangs have been curhud.l
Kitchen had half o dozen gangm, all ! There have been fow gangwters with |
viclous and criminal, while Manhattan- | nerve enough to stand up to a police-
ville, Chelsea, Yorkville and the {man in falr combat, even though they
Greenwich districts were allve with | were armed with a blackack.
bands of ruffians, although they never During 1000 and 1910 the Car Barn
approathed the power of the Kellva|gung and the Humpty Jacksons were
and the CGophers and the Eastmans|perhaps the most dungerous of these
and some of the others. gangs. The Car Barn crowd swas par-
Bome of these gangs contnued for | ticularly wiclous and cowardly In its
years urale, their old names, while | attacks upon the police. They never
othera under new leaders acqulred new | waylald o copper and gave him a fair
titles and In many Instances became | fight; It was thelr custom to hide on !
known to the police ne new gonge | the roof tops and greet the pun.-emm'
But there were so many of them that | with a shower of bricks and stories. 1f
It is Impossible to chronicle al' of lone of them found its mark and |
thelr names excepting thosa of the  giretched the officer cold on the pave- |
most Important, let alone attempt 10| ment the Car Barn gangsters then in-
tell of thelr doings wnd the dolngs of | quiged in the gentle practice of .lh‘mr_]
the various members. By 1910 many tng” him; that
of these gungs had dlsappeared, or pounded him wwhile he lay unconsclous |
had changed thelr nemes, or had been | 414 helpless. These thugs fnaugurnt- |
th il Beseggh e h‘!n that year| gy o veritable relgn of terror in the
® “"““_ that gave the poliow the neighborhood of Becond avenus and
R?-“ut:i;:ﬂ: t‘-‘.:r:-' :h;“:‘p .|-:1 n!tf"‘ hhy Ninetleth street, and on one occaslon, |
; elir m ‘r. nni & 8L hAangouta: mlimmn so badly that he had to be
Car Harn Gang—Fifty
Rendezvous at Ninetieth

. I
membhers. | o pen to a hospital they became so

ftreot and |

Second avenue. Police assailants und |
with record of elght policemen put in

bold that they posted this
Carry guns. : P P O TS T T TR T T TS Y T

throughout the nelghborhood:
Tanner Smith Gang—Thirty mem- . THIS 18 A DE AT) LIN I FOR COPS
bers, West Bide rufMans operating In ] NO TRELPASSING UNDER

. ¥ OF DEATH
the vicinity of Tenth avenue and the | CARL BARN OANG

to

algn

PENALT
THE

Twentles. Attacked four policamen A L R S O R R .
within few months, Carry guns, And that they meant this in good

Corcoran Roost Gang—Thirty mem- | o000 wan ghown by the fact that with-
bers.  From first avenue and Thirty- . Ty ;

seventh street, Carry slung shots and |
revolvers., All around thugs.

Lush Lobs—Twenty-five membera.
Hangout In Doyers street Thieves
and pickpockets, Generally unarmed

Canary Island Gang--Twently mem-
here, Operate from 126th street north
to Finrlem River on Fifth avenue
Carry brass knuclkles and alung ahots,

Humpty Jackson Cang—Fifty mem-

and beaten in that territory,
Contemporary with the Car Barn
gang and the Humpty Jacksons, and

trolled by Tanner 8mith,  Tha activi-
ties of this outAt have added Intersat
now because of the fmot that Bmith,
| whose renl name was Thomas Emith,
was shot and killed aver o card game
the Marginal Club about o week

bers Opernte from a graveyard 1|1|m'
the Fast 8ide near Fourteenth street | 489. About 1810, and for two years
and Sccond  avenue Stickup men ‘!l:n-wﬂth-r, the Tanner Bmiths were a
strong arm workers and  thieves, | thorn In the side of the pollce. They
Carry guns and blackincks, | used stilettoes to a large extent, and
Jungle Band — Wost Hrr;-um-a'v—nml pollcemen were badly injured
etreet. Twonty members, Thieves | in encounters with the thugs. This
and footpade, Carry guns and knives, | #ang was finally broken up after Ar-
Han Juan HII Oang—Forty mem- | thur Woods becnme Police Commis-
bers. Carry guns. Tenth avenue and | sloner and start=d hin crusade against
Bixty-fifth streot, gangsters. Hmith was sent to prison

James Shlelds Gang—Twenty mem- | for a year and several others of the

bers Operate on  Becond avenue; gang also got prison terms
about Forty-seventh street, Always When EBmith got out of prison he
armaed. #mw the error of his ways and re-

Gas House Gang—Fifty moembers.
Thugs, SHecond avenue and Twentivth
sireet. Cuarry guns and blackjacks,
became ®o

formed, although the police declare
that It was the Influegee of his =lster
thiut made him a decent citizen once

sndd robberlea got se bold that the
then Commissioner Baker of the Po-
lice Department was compelled to send
out an order for the police to use their

evenlually she would get her brother
out of the company of his evil as-
socintes and get him started on the
right path.

nightsticks with a vengevance avery

in, they kicked and|

in a week two policemen were stoned |

Just about as bad, was the gang con- |

These gungs pernlclous | more, Emith's siater wns loyal to him
in thelr atticks on the polles and on | throughout hin carésr as a gangster,
private cltizens and thelr plundering | and she used to tell the police that |

POLICE COMMISBIONER ENRIGHT WHO 18

KEEPING The GANGS

N SUBJECTION

Slaying of Rosenthal Marked the Be-
ginning of the End for Gangs Whose
Crimes Had Been Covered by
Crooked Politictans—Some of

Old Leaders Who Reformed

genship back Tanner 8mith became as
decent a citizen as anybody. He got
a job as beef handler on the docks,
later became a boss stevedors, and
when he was killed last week Tanner
Emith had amassed n fortune of some
$100,000,

The palice helped him, and many of

the officer® who had been his encmies |

in the old days hecame his best friends
when he turned stralght. Only two
deys before his death Smith sent word
to the writer that he had reformed
and was golug stralght and dolng well,
and asked that if his name and the
pame of hls old gang was mentloned
in these articles it be noted that he
was now stralght. And In  justice
to Tanner Smith it ought to be sald
that hi& not only went stralght himselt
but he persuaded others of his old
gang to reform too. The poilce say
that the reformation of at least fifteen
men was due to Tanner Smith and
Tanner Smith's influence. He estab-
lished the Marginal Club, pald all the
expenses, and there ha was always
availablo for men who wanted to glve
up thelr evil ways and become decent
once more,

The gangs that existed In New York
when Commissioner Woods went into
office sware not so strong and powerful

as the oldtime gange like the Kellys |

and the Eastmans and the others,
Kelly had reformed by that time, had
assumed hls real name of Paul Vaca-
relll and had gone into the real estate
busineas with his brother, Eastman
waa in jall, and several others of the
lenders were also In prison. But there

wore plenty of gangs even then, such |

crowds as that of "Plckles” Laydon,
“Dopey Benny" Fein, the king of all
the horse polsoners and of the thugs
who hired themselves out to Ilabor
leaders and to manufacturers for
strike duty; tho Owney Muddens. a
gang of viclous thieves and cutthroats;
and the band of Jack Slrocco, who 8pe-
cialized in labor troubles and in black-
Jacking plekets In strike troubles, Do-
pey Benny confessed to District Attor-
ney Perkins and gave Information
which resulted in the bLrenking up of
many gangs, and Owney Madden was
sent to prison for burgiary.

Madden's Mode of Living.

Maddon was a typleal gangster—yi.
clous, crue! and cowardly IHe was
never known to work; but he alwavs
had plenty of money, Some ldea of his
phllosophy of life may be galned by

| the following account, written by him-

self for the police, of what he &dld on
four days of his carcer:

Thursday—Dance in
at Tammany Hall. Dance and cabaret
at night. Took giris home. Went to
rastaurant and staved until 7 A, M
Friduy,

Friday—Spent day with Freda Hor-
nar, Looked at fancy plgeons Met
girls in saloon, staved there 11
F. M. Took girlzs home. Back to sa-
loon and stayed there untll 6 A. M

Baturday—8lept all day. Went to
| dances In Bronx and on Park nvenus,
| Bunday-—Slept until 3 o'clock.

the afterncon

until

IT.‘IH\'!'

at Tammany Hall afterncon and night, |

Up until about

1912 the gangs
fought mastly with the polles, al-
I though of course there WwWere many
fights among themsalvea, But theso

fighta were sporadic and occasional
the principal fighting of the gangnters
was dono with the police. But In 1912,
| whapt with the reform waves, the ac-
tivity of the pollee and the general
cleanup that polities was experiencing
the graft of the gangs became leas
than it ever had been, and this natuy-
rally eaused tho rivalry between them

to !ncrease
Gangs kept invading each other'n
| tervitory to hold up the gambling

| housea nnd In 1912 this trouble culim!
nated in a general gang war (n which
t gome forty or A2ty battles were fought
Bome of the most important of theso
were the conflict between the Red Pep-
{ pers and the Duffy Hills in 1024 street,
| in which four prssengers In n piesing
|tmlir:r car were struck by bulleta; the
fight in a Tenth avenuo saloon !n
{ which James Dunn, lender of the
Gaphers, was killed; the row between
the Joe Bakers and the Morellos at
Third avenus and 114th strest, with a
| death list of five,

and several fights

approaching the end of his activities.
Beglden these thers were numerous
other fghta,

The Rosenthal Marder,

The murder of Herman Hosenthal
by Gyp the Blood and other gangsters
| marked the beginning of the end for
| the gangsters as powerful forces, That
| ereated such a stir, and the need of re-
| form became so pressing, that thore-
after the power of the gangs waned,
until to-day there are no gangs worthy
of the name. The Hudson Dusteérs are
probably the best known of the present
day mangsters, but they have given
littls or no trouble for some years, al-
though they have had frequent fights
| with the Marginals and used to be
Ibmer enemles of the Tanner Bmiths.
| A remnant of the Gophera ls left, but
! they too give little troubla. The police
have really had no gangs worthy of
| the name to contend with slnee Com-
| misstoner Woods started hia crusade
In 1914 and sent almost 200 of them
to prison.

It i» largely, if not altogether, n mat-
ter of Indlvidunl oplnion ns to who wa
Tthe greatest gangeter thnt New York
lever saw, Having a speclul knowl
edge of the viclonsnesa and criminn!
ity of one particular gangster, one
naturally reaches the conclusion that
| that gangeter was the greatest of them
I!:llll. yot in fact there may Tean
| other gangsters who were braver and
| more dangerous The opinion of the
| writer is about equally “Led betwaen
il’aut Kelly and Mon% 2astman and
:"‘\ll‘loll‘ih' enough both of these men
{ have raformed and are leading de
cent lives. Certalnly there have heen
| faw gangsters who wielded more powsr
than Kelly and Eastman did In the!r
| paimy days. Kelly had the old Flve
| Pointa gang with more than 1,500
members, and besldes this he contrnlled
| many smnller pangs whose activities

were more local. Perhaps Kelly had
Int the helght of his powers same 4,000
imen under his command, Eastman's
power was hardly less, with his gang
fof 1,000 men and many smaller gangs

have

'which flocked to his eolors in the
tevent of o gang war,

| Kelly had n remarkable ecareer,
which space prevents going Into In

| detall here. He was an Fast Side boy,
and became n prize fehter by virtue
of having whipped the mascot of the

nld Granite Athietic Club,  After that
ha became a pr sxlonal, Aghting o
draw with Tommy Dixon, whinping
| BIl Barret and fighting good fights
| with many others. Then he becamn
foreman for an Ttalian contracting

| company, saw the opening in mititant
politics and organized the Paoul A
Kelly Associntion, whirh hecams one
of tha strongest orgrnizgations In the
I'nited States and was a cantrolling
power In East Ride palitics for a lone
ltime. When the reform waves hagar
to appear Kelly saw the handwriting

on the wall and quit He |a now
making money and (s estimate] to be
warth o ronsliderable fortur

Monk sastman  began  hism gang
career agz n houncer in the New lrving
Hall on the Nowery, and because of
| his warllke amiitions and his ahility
it A rough and tumhle fighter and
gangman he rose rapldiy It wasn't
miny years before he had hin own
gnng and was o power in the territory
in whirh he operated Fastman wn
arrested for severn! shoolings and
finally he was sent to prison and the
lewdership of his goang fell to KiA
Twist For sevoral vears thea polies
Feard lttle or nothing of Eastman,
but when the United Statea enternd
the war the old ganester onlisted

der his real name with the Twenty
peventh Division, the ald New York
Nutlonu! <Cuard He wserved with
honor In all the battlag in which that
divislon participated, and when h

wmo back Gov. Smith restored his clt
fzenship on the recomendatior W his
cemmanding  oMeers Fustman now
has & good job and is 2 decent cltizen
| It 18 a fact that the wior and the
American army were responsible for
the regeneridtion of many of Neow
York's old gang fgtiterm  There svers
many of them In both the Beventy
| venth and ths Twenty-seventh divi
slons, and thay made good soldiors

Such gang fighters as "'Pug MeKas
“Lefty” (¥ Nelll und “Tat Face™ Wi

between the Jack Zelly ganeg and the! of the old C r Darn gang entered the

Bho succeeded, and after | gang commanded by Chick Tricder, al
he cume out of prison and got his citl- | gangster of the old days who was faﬂ]naldlrru

army and beoamo sergeants and good

- e pm———




